
Local festivals are a great way to experience a destination uniquely and meaningfully.
Here are a few of our recommendations, worth planning a trip around.

Travel Answers - Celebrations

With the throwing of colored powder 
and water balloons, Holi has become 
known as India’s most vivid, joyous 
festival. This festival of colors is 
celebrated every year on a full moon 
day in the month of March of Falgun. 
Holi marks the end of winter in India 
and welcomes the spring season and 
the creation of new beginnings. An 
important festival for Hindus and one 
of the oldest festivals in India, it is 
celebrated across the four corners of 
India.

Where:  India
When:  March

The Yee Peng festival, or the Sky 
Lantern festival, is celebrated on the 
full moon of the twelfth lunar month 
ever year (normally mid-way through 
November). Each participant releases a 
sky lantern into the air at approximately 
the same time in the evening after 
music, other celebratory entertainment, 
or prayer. Deeply rooted in Buddhism, 
celebrants believe paying respects to 
the Buddha is a way to be reborn into 
the next life with great joy, purity, and 
popularity. A great place to be for the 
Sky Lantern festival is Thailand.

Where:  Chiang Mai, Thailand
When:  October 

Hanami, cherry blossom festival, is an 
annual celebration held all over Japan 
during the spring. Meaning ‘viewing 
flowers’ and dating back more than 
1,000 years, cherry blossoms are 
celebrated with food and drinks, making 
the tradition of blossom-viewing more 
like a picnic under the trees. Thousands 
of people flock to parks for picnics and 
parties, bringing home-cooked meals or 
purchasing take-out food to mark the 
occasion. Cherry blossoms symbolize 
the impermanence of beauty and are 
often featured in art.

Where: Japan
When: March – May
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Each year, Sydney becomes a canvas 
for brilliant light installations and 
projections. Vivid Sydney attracts 
more than 2.3 million visitors and sees 
historic sights – including the Sydney 
Opera House, Customs House and 
Taronga Zoo Sydney – illuminated in 
brilliant color. Grab a camera and see 
Sydney transform into a large-scale 
work of art over 23 nights. Australia’s 
harbor city is gorgeous by day, but with 
help from the world’s most creative 
artists and designers, it is transformed 
into something magical.

Where:  Sydney
When:  May - June

The Zebra migration in Botswana 
occurs twice a year, as herds move 
north to south and then back again. 
Moving with the seasons and rainfall 
in search of fresh grazing land, zebra 
cover huge tracts of land, walking over 
300 miles during the migration. With 
up to 30,000 animals are on the move 
at any one time and this truly unique 
spectacle is best viewed from n the 
western boundary of the Makgadikgadi 
Pans National Park.

Where:  Botswana
When:  July - October


