
Business Hours
Banks are open Sundays to Thursday from 8:30 am to 2:00 pm and 
are closed on Fridays and Saturdays. ATM’s are available round-
the-clock outside all banks and in most commercial areas. Most 
embassies take a two-day weekend, either Friday and Saturday or 
Saturday and Sunday. Shops generally operate from 9:00 am to 9:00 
pm, and some close on Sundays. 

Clothing
Advisable attire is light cotton in the summer and woolens in the 
winter. In the evenings, a jumper or an overcoat may be required. 
With respect to Egyptian culture, where semi-conservative clothing 
is the norm, it is wise to generally avoid very brief clothing. In all 
seasons, light walking shoes and a hat are essential. Sunglasses can be 
quite useful.

Currency
The Egyptian Pound (LE) is divided into 100 Piastres (PT). For 
guidance on currency exchange rates, please refer to any bank or 
foreign exchange bureau. Visitors are advised to keep a cash supply 
at hand, as credit card options are not guaranteed. 

Customs
Free foreign currency is allowed in and out of the country. A 
declaration form must be completed if objects of value such as 
jewelry or electronic devices like video cameras, professional still 
photography cameras, sound systems, etc.

Passports and Visas 
All visitors must have visas and passports valid for six months. 
Tourists can obtain a renewable 30-day tourist visa on arrival at 
an Egyptian airport for a $15 fee, payable in U.S. dollars.  Visitors 
arriving overland, holders of official or diplomatic passports, and/or 
those who previously experienced difficulty with their visa status in 
Egypt should obtain a visa prior to arrival.  Travelers arriving from 
Israel at the Taba border crossing are advised to obtain a visa prior 
to their arrival.

ATMs
It’s possible to travel in Egypt now relying solely on plastic as ATMs 
are becoming more and more widespread. Tourist-friendly cities 
such as Cairo, Alexandria, Luxor, Sharm el-Sheikh and Hurghada 
are saturated with cash dispensers, and you’ll also find them in 
Alexandria, Dahab, Nuweiba and Aswan. Of the numerous types 
of ATM in Egypt, the vast majority are compatible with Visa, 
MasterCard and any Cirrus or Plus cards. ATMs at Banque Misr, CIB, 
Egyptian American Bank (EAB), National Bank of Egypt and HSBC 
are particularly reliable. 

Credit cards
Amex, Visa, MasterCard and Diners Club are becoming ever more 
useful in Egypt. Generally speaking, they are accepted quite widely 
in foreign-friendly hotels, shops and restaurants. In many places you 
will be charged a percentage of the sale (anywhere between 3% and 
10%) to use them. To report lost cards in Egypt, call Amex (02-870 
3152); MasterCard (02-797 1179, 796 2844); Visa (02-796 2877, 797 
1149); or Diners Club (02-578 3355). 

Currency Exchange
Money can be officially changed at Amex and Thomas Cook offices, 
as well as commercial banks, foreign exchange (forex) bureaus and 
some hotels. Rates don’t tend to vary much, especially for the US 
dollar, but if you’re keen to squeeze out the last piastre, then the 
forex bureaus generally offer slightly better rates than the banks, and 
usually don’t charge commission. Egyptian pounds can be changed 
back into hard currency at the end of your stay at some banks, forex 
bureaus, and Thomas Cook and Amex offices. 

National Holidays 
April 25 – Liberation of Sinai Day 
May 1 – Labor Day 
July 23 – Anniversary of the 1952 Revolution 
October 6 – Armed Forces Day 
February 7 - Coptic Christmas
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Electricity
220 volts is the electrical current used within the country. The 220 
volts is a two-pronged plug. Most 5 star hotels provide hair dryers 
and ironing service.

Internet 
Most major hotels will have a Business Center where you can 
purchase online time to check email, etc.  WIFI capabilities are 
spreading slowly and it’s best to assume that this will not be 
available.  All major cities will have Internet cafes.

Weights and Measures
Metric 

Tipping
“Bakshish” is the Arabic word for tips that could be solicited from 
outsiders. Even if service charge is included tipping is expected and 
appreciated. It is not a rule but an international custom and 15-20% 
added to total, is generally recommended. 

Weather
During the summer, from March to November, the climate is hot 
and dry in most of the country. December to February can be 
quite cold in the north. The sky is usually blue and cloudless. The 
temperature varies considerably in Egypt. It can be extremely hot 
during the day and very cold at night, especially in the desert.

Time:
Egypt is two hours ahead of GMT.

Food and Water:
A change in drinking water and food can upset your stomach when 
traveling. We advise you to drink only bottled water, which can be 
purchased at most hotels and vendors. In the first few days, we 
recommend you eat lightly and avoid any raw vegetables or fruits, 
unless you can peel them.

Working hours:
Egypt is a Muslim country and the official day off is Friday.

Language:
Egypt’s official language is Arabic, but foreign languages, such as 
English, French, German, Italian, and Spanish are also widely spoken, 
especially in educated circles.

Religion:
Islam is the official religion of the Arab Republic of Egypt. Most non-
Muslims in Egypt are Christians, the majority of whom belong to the 
Coptic Orthodox Church.

Contact Details
Should you need assistance while you are in Egypt, please contact 
our representation office Emeco Travel.  

Office Hours if calling from the United States           +20 2 5749 360
Office Hours if calling while in Egypt +2 5749 360
After Hours Emergency Cell +012 3430 747
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