
This information is provided by Africa Answers as a guideline to the country 
you will be visiting. 

TRAVEL DOCUMENTS
It is advised that you carry certified copies of your passport and all travel 
documents and always have either your passport or these copies with you. A 
visa is required for Mozambique. Please note that only a one-entry visa can be 
obtained on arrival at the airport. They are valid for 30 days and cost US$100. 
Payable in cash on arrival.
CURRENCY
The official currency is the Metical (MT), however US Dollars and South 
African Rands are more widely used for tourism and in fact many hotels/
resorts insist on payment in these foreign currencies. The Metical is made up 
of 100 centavos (plural: Meticais, pronounced “meticash”). Traveller’s checks 
are widely accepted and readily exchanged but to avoid commission they are 
best taken in US Dollars. If you use Dollars or Rands in the markets or local 
shops and petrol stations then please watch the exchange rate provided to 
you. There are no restrictions on the import of foreign currency but the 
import and export of local currency is not allowed. 
CREDIT CARDS
Major hotels and some banks accept credit card transactions but you will be 
charged a commission. Visa, American Express and MasterCard credit cards 
are accepted in many places.
BANKS
Banking Hours are Monday to Friday: 7:30am-11:15am and 3pm-4:30pm
PUBLIC HOLIDAYS
Jan 1 New Year’s Day
Feb 3 Heroes Day
Apr 7 Women’s Day
May 1 Workers Day
Jun 25 Independence Day
Sep 7 Lusaka Agreement Day
Sep 25 Armed Forces Day
Oct 4 Peace Day
Dec 25 Family Day
SHOPPING 
Mozambique sell unique souvenirs such as basketwork, reed mats, 
woodcarvings, masks, printed cloth and leather articles. Shopping hours are
Mon – Fri from 8am to 12.30pm and 2pm to 5.30pm. On Saturdays from 
9am to 1pm.
TAX
There is a 17% tax levied on all products. 

DUTY FREE
The following goods may be imported into Mozambique, by person 
irrespective of age, without incurring customs duty:

• 400 Cigarette or 250g of tobacco.
• 1L of spirits and 225L wine.
• 50ml perfume (opened)
• Other articles not exceeding US$50.

POWER
The Mozambique power grid uses 220v/240v running at AC 50Hz. Wall 
sockets (round 3 pin) are rated to carry a maximum of 15 amps. It is 
important to carry a 3 pin round and square adapter, as this is unobtainable 
in Mozambique.
LANGUAGES
The official language of Mozambique is Portuguese, though many people 
speak English in the capital. The further north you travel, the less likely you are 
to encounter English and in the more remote areas you are equally unlikely 
to encounter Portuguese. On the northern coast, towards Tanzania, Swahili 
may be helpful. 
TIME
Mozambique is two hours ahead of Greenwich Mean Time (GMT).
CLIMATE
Two main seasons, one wet and the other dry, divide the climatic year. The 
wet season, from November to March, has a monthly average temperature of 
between 80°F and 85°F, with cooler temperatures in the interior uplands. The 
dry season lasts from April to October and has June and July temperatures 
averaging 65° - 68°F. The average annual rainfall is greatest (about 56 inches) 
over the western hills and the central areas, and lowest in the Zambezi 
lowlands averaging 16 to 32 inches. The Bazaruto Archipelago seldom gets 
cold, but on some evenings during the winter months of June and July a light 
jacket or pullover will be necessary. 
RECOMMENDED READING
We recommend the following books specific to the Mozambique region. A 
further list of recommended books is contained in our main general pre tour 
information.

1. Moçambique: 10 Anos de Paz - Brazão Mazula
2. A History of Postcolonial Lusophone Africa - Malyn Newitt
3. Mozambique and the Construction of the New African State - Chris

Alden.
4. Kalashnikovs and Zombie Cucumbers – Nick Middleton
5. Mozambique – Lonely Planet
6. And Still they Dance – Stephanie Urdang
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